
2025 PROJECT SNAPSHOT
The Stoops Center for Communities, Families, and Children (Stoops CFC Center) at

Florida State University is excited to introduce updated and refined focus areas:
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CENTER IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

16,113
been served across all Stoops CFC
Center projects.

individuals have

1.Librarians 
2.Clinicians  
3.Social workers 
4.BSW/MSW students 
5.Healthcare Professionals 
6.Community Partners
7.High School Teachers & Students 
8.Child ad litem
9.Mental health professionals 

10.Mothers in substance use recovery
11.Emergency Managers 
12.Youth in foster care 
13. Individuals impacted by the justice system
14. Individuals impacted by SUD
15. Individuals aged out of foster care

15

states reached through outreach, surveying,
and in-person and virtual-based initiatives.  

100
Clinical Rebound &

Recovery Certifications
distributed.

17

in-person trainings, webinars,
workshops, and other presentations
were conducted to reach 

49
2,706 attendees.

populations of focus were served: 



LEON COUNTY CHILDREN
SERVICES COUNCIL:
REBOUND & RECOVERY IN
LEON COUNTY SCHOOLS

CURRENT PROJECTS
The Rebound & Recovery staff have been implementing program expansion in the
second year of the project. R&R has a three-pronged approach: building teacher skills in
the classroom, providing support for caregivers at home, and strengthening the child’s
resiliency by using cognitive behavioral skills to regulate their thoughts, emotions, and
actions; empowering children to self-advocate for their well-being and academic success. 

PROJECTS COMPLETED IN 2024-2025
THE FLORIDA INSTITUTE FOR CHILD
WELFARE: PHOTOVOICE STUDY ON
THE INTERSECTION OF SUBSTANCE
USE, CHILD WELFARE, AND FAMILY
PRESERVATION TO IMPROVE
UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT
OF MOTHERS AND CHILDREN

This Photovoice research project explored the experiences of mothers
previously involved with the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF)
due to substance use. Seven mothers used photography and group dialogue to
share their stories, challenges, and recommendations for strengthening family
preservation. Four key themes emerged—supportive, collaborative, coordinated,
and relational care—highlighting the importance of trauma-informed, family-
centered approaches. Findings were analyzed and disseminated to stakeholders
to inform future policy and practice aimed at promoting family preservation,
recovery, and hope.

THE NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDATION: EXCELLENCE IN
RESEARCH: BENDING THE CURVE
FOR VULNERABLE POPULATIONS: 
A DATA-ANALYTICAL AND SOCIO-
TECHNICAL DECISION-MAKING
FRAMEWORK FOR SHELTERING IN
HURRICANE-PANDEMICS

A collaborative research project led by Dr. Arda Vanli, an associate professor of
industrial and manufacturing engineering at the FAMU-FSU College of Engineering
exploring the perspectives of county-level emergency managers and social work
professionals on vulnerabilities and challenges arising from concurrent hurricanes
and pandemics among the clients and communities they serve. The study surveyed
388 social workers and 120 emergency managers. Results were presented to key
stakeholders in January 2025. The team is now focused on publishing and
disseminating the findings to inform emergency management & social work practices.

STRANAHAN
FOUNDATION:
REBOUND & RECOVERY
IN LEON COUNTY HEAD
START SITES

The Stranahan Foundation Grant supports the expansion of Rebound & Recovery: Early
Childhood programming in all Leon County Head Start sites, strengthening emotional resilience
and self-regulation skills in young children. This three-year initiative funds educator training,
implementation in ten classrooms, and family engagement supports that promote long-term
emotional and academic success. Through this partnership, the Stoops CFC Center continues
advancing evidence-based strategies that empower children, families, and educators.

COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION FOR
PALM BEACH AND
MARTIN COUNTIES:
REBOUND & RECOVERY
TRAIN THE TRAINER

The Palm Beach-based Train-the-Trainer initiative equips Boys & Girls Club staff with the tools
and skills to deliver the Rebound & Recovery curriculum to children and teens across Palm
Beach County. This training builds local capacity by equipping staff members to be trainers in
the program. The initiative strengthens community partnerships while ensuring sustainable,
high-quality implementation of Rebound & Recovery.

THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION:
SOUTHEAST RURAL OPIOID
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE REGIONAL
CENTER

The Southeast ROTA-RC delivers training and technical assistance to address opioid and
stimulant use in rural communities across eight Southeastern states. Launched in
September 2022, the project expands awareness and improves resilience through
education on harm reduction, treatment options, and recovery. To date, 10,716
individuals have been trained across 78 events, including 38 webinars, seven courses,
and 40 in-person trainings. In its fourth year, the project is focused on sustaining and
expanding dissemination of existing evidence-based resources, ensuring that
communities and professionals across the region continue to have access to high-quality
tools and training that promote effective prevention and recovery practices.

ELEVANCE HEALTH
FOUNDATION:
REDUCING
SUBSTANCE USE
DISORDER

Level Up with EASE is a digital curriculum for justice-impacted individuals designed to reduce
substance use risk and strengthen protective factors that support recovery and reentry success.
The program is delivered inside correctional facilities via secure Socrates tablets and is also
available on personal devices for individuals in the community who are impacted by substance
use. Funded by the Elevance Health Foundation, the initiative is currently operating in 14
facilities across the country and in the community.



PROJECTS COMPLETED IN 2024-2025

LOOKING AHEAD: 2026 AND BEYOND
HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION: PANHANDLE 
PATHWAYS TO PARAPROFESSIONALS

THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES: CHILD AND
FAMILY WELL-BEING PERSONNEL TRAINING

THE NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDATION: FIRE SCIENCE
INNOVATIONS THROUGH
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION (FIRE)

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
SOCIAL WORKERS: LCSW-QUALIFIED
SUPERVISOR TRAINING DEVELOPMENT 

STOOPS FAMILY
FOUNDATION:
MULTIFACETED
CLINICAL TRAINING

THE FLORIDA INSTITUTE FOR
CHILD WELFARE: PROJECT
CHANCE EVALUATION

This project will expand the behavioral health workforce across North Florida’s
rural and underserved counties.  Led by the Stoops CFC Center, the project will
train and support high school seniors, recent graduates, and GED completers for
careers as behavioral health paraprofessionals.

The Stoops CFC Center was notified of an award for a DCF training bid that
will further cement the Stoops CFC Center as a leader in workforce
education. The training bid will engage Stoops CFC Center staff to present
training materials in child welfare-based subject area on an as-needed basis.

The NSF Fire project will develop and evaluate an AI-driven system to improve wildfire risk
management in the hurricane-impacted Wildland-Urban Interface of the Florida Panhandle.
The Stoops CFC Center will conduct the human-subjects evaluation, focusing on system
usability, perceived fairness, and perceived impact among end-users and affected residents.

In collaboration with the NASW-Florida Chapter, the Stoops CFC Center will
develop training to equip licensed clinical social workers (LCSW) in Florida with
the skills necessary to become an LCSW-Qualified Supervisor.

This initiative will create a self-paced, virtual certification for behavioral and primary healthcare
professionals, including physicians, nurses, therapists, and social workers. Grounded in integrated and
holistic healthcare principles, the training will equip participants with skills that bridge behavioral and
physical health, promote whole-person care, and strengthen interdisciplinary collaboration.

Citrus Health Network was awarded the Community-University Partnership award, in
which they partnered with the Stoops CFC Center to conduct an independent evaluation
of their CHANCE program, a trauma-informed intervention for youth affected by
commercial sexual exploitation. 

STOOPS FAMILY FOUNDATION:
RESILIENT LEADERSHIP:
EMPOWERING SUPERVISORS 
TO THRIVE AND LEAD WELL

This initiative equips supervisors with research-backed tools to manage stress, enhance
communication, and strengthen team performance. We hope to expand this effort through
collaboration with Florida State University’s College of Business Executive Education Center
in Palm Beach, creating even greater impact for leaders & organizations across Florida.

THE FLORIDA INSTITUTE FOR
CHILD WELFARE: VULNERABILITY
AND RESILIENCE DURING A
NATURAL DISASTER: EXPLORING
THE EXPERIENCES OF FOSTER
CHILDREN IN FLORIDA

This study, in collaboration with Dr. Gashaye Tefera, explored the lived experiences of
individuals aged out of Florida’s foster care system during hurricanes, utilizing photovoice
and in-depth interviews. The findings revealed five major themes: loss, resilience,
challenges, contributing factors, and recommendations for effective disaster support. The
study points toward a reframing of resilience as a relational and structural matter that
requires coordination of multiple actors, including foster youth, agencies, and state
actors. The findings contribute to foster care and disaster literature by offering first-hand
insights into how foster youth experience, adapt to, and grow from disaster situations. 

THE FLORIDA
INSTITUTE FOR CHILD
WELFARE: TRAUMA
TREATMENT FOR
YOUTH RESIDING IN
RESIDENTIAL
TREATMENT

A research project, in collaboration with  Dr. Tanya Renn, assistant professor at the FSU College of
Social Work, and Dr. Taylor Dowdy-Hazlett, assistant professor at the University of Kentucky College
of Social Work, in collaboration with Boys Town, evaluated an adapted version of the Cognitive
Behavioral Intervention for Trauma in Schools (CBITS) program for foster youth. Fifty-six youth
participated across two sites, engaging in trauma-focused sessions to strengthen coping, emotion
regulation, and problem-solving skills. Findings suggest CBITS may help youth develop protective
strategies that prevent additional post-traumatic stress symptoms. With high trauma exposure and
limited access to care, expanding trauma-informed, evidence-based supports remains essential.



THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS:


